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Abstract

As the number of hospitals and clinics specialized in obstetrics and/or gynecology decreases with the falling birth
rate and lack of obstetricians, it is becoming difficult to ensure facilities for practical maternity nursing training.
In maternity nursing courses, practical training is given in various facilities including academic hospitals, general
hospitals, and medical offices, and many schools often use these multiple facilities for training. Therefore, students’
training experience may differ from one facility to another. This study focused on fields of learning relevant to
objectives in maternity nursing training in 103 third-grade students of a nursing college and analyzed their reports
completed at the end of the practice by Text Mining Studio to characterize fields of learning for four practice facilities
to reviews the fields of learning supporting maternity nursing training in view of differences in the perinatal care
system between secondary and primary medical facilities. In secondary medical facilities, which are short of nursing
skills in the intrapartum period and have less experience of monitor set-up, visit of maternity class in pregnancy, the
fields of learning were characterized as NICU. Good use of NICU was suggested to be useful for teaching activities
in secondary medical facilities. In primary medical facilities with high experience in nursing skills for pregnancy,
delivery, puerperium, and neonates, the unique fields of learning ranged from midwife and delivery. The analysis also
suggested that preparation of an experience-based learning environment was required, in collaboration with midwives,
for teaching activities in primary medical facilities so that students could be involved in the outpatient examination and
midwife’'s outpatient care during pregnancy, the practical care of the delivery period that starts from the first term, and
the one or two-week health checkup of the puerperal period.
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