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existentialism, he readily conceded that it was a phenomenon
produced by the decomposition of the bourgeois carcass. The only
public at present available to him came, disgustingly, from the
intelligent sector of the rotting bourgeoisie (victims, no doubt, but

tyrants also) (Bellow, 107) .
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He [Sartre] asserted that the workingman seeking liberation
would liberate all of us as well, and for all time. The French CP was

an obstacle standing between Sartre and the working class. As for
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Why could Schwartz or Rosenfeld or Berryman not choose to attack
the judges instead of themselves, attack their sterility, castigate their
crippling of students, denounce their indifference to art, their lack of
moral passion, and go on with the trade of poetry, nurture their
imagination, the wellspring of art? Why choose instead to pollute

their bodies and prostrate their souls? (212)
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took their bearings from the sense that they stood outside two
cultures. [t was Jewishness that allowed them to claim, with some
accuracy, that their plight was a heightened form of the typical
plight of intellectuals. It was Jewishness that made possible the
assertion of a double exile that promised exceptional insight

(Cooney, 242).
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The idea of the intellectual as outsider had, in one form or other,
a very long history ; so, too, did the idea of the Jew as exile or

wanderer. Those among the New York Intellectuals who were Jews
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