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The bad weather continued; day after day nothing but rain, wind and repeated thunderstorms, bringing
with them countless troubles and inconveniences. So depressing was the past to look back upon and so little
hope did the future hold out for him that, try as he might, Genji could no longer keep up even the appearance
of cheerfulness. His prospects were indeed dark. It was just possible that he might some day be permitted to
return to the Capital. But with the dominant faction at Court still working against him he would be subject
to unendurable slights and vexations. He thought more than once of withdrawing from the coast and seeking
shelter at some point well back among the inland hills. But he knew that if he did so it would be said he had
been scared away by a few days of foul weather. The smallest actions of people in his position are recorded,
and he did not care to figure in the history-books as the Prince who ran away from a storm. Night after night
he had the same dream of a messenger summoning him to the realms below the sea. It seemed as though the

Dragon of the Ocean had indeed set his heart upon him.{p.255)
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---when suddenly and quite unexpectedly he fell into a doze and dreamed that his father, looking

axl
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exactly as in the old days when he was on the throne, stood beside the crazy bed which had been
improvised for him in this disordered place. ‘How comes it that you are sleeping in such a place as this?”’
the vision asked, and taking his hand made as though to drag him from the bed. And again, ‘Put your trust
in the God of Sumiyoshi. Leave this place, take to your ship and He will show you where to go.” What
joy it was to hear that voice once more! ‘Father,” Genji answered, ’since your protection was taken from
me nothing but sorrow and ill-fortune have befallen me, and now I am fully expecting to perish miserably

upon this forsaken shore.’ (p.258)
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