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I say to myself: “T have finished my book at last, but I wonder if I
have done what I set out to do?”

Then I think: “This book started out to be a record of my own
company, but I do not want it to be that, now. I want it to be a record of

every company in every army. .." '
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UL, “For March, certainly to begin with, writing was a form of therapy. ..he

was principally concerned in exorcising his own private demons.” (31) & 412
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“[IIndividual soldiers come relentlessly forward, one after the other,
the living and the dead commingled, to offer grim first-person testimony;
and In narrative after narrative, there is mainly just one fundamental

fact of modern warfare: the fact of violent, ugly, obscene death.”(CK, xv)
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[Mly wife spoke: “I'd take out the part about shooting prisoners.”

“Why?" I asked.

“Because it is cruel and unjust to shoot defenseless men in cold blood.

It may have been done a few times, I'm not denying that, but it isn"t
typical. It couldn’t have happened often.”

“Would a description of an air raid be better?” I asked. “Would that

be more humane? Would that be more typical?”

“Yes,” she said. “Yes. That happened many times, I understand.”

“Ts it crueler, then, for Captain Matlock to order prisoners shot, because
he was merely stupid, and thought the circumstances warranted that,
than for an aviator to bomb a town and kill harmless people who are
not even fighting him?”

“That isn't as revolting as shooting prisoners,” said my wife

stubbornly. Then she added; “You see the aviator cannot see where

his bomb strikes, or what it does. so he is not really responsible. But the

men in your story had the prisoners actually before them... It's not the
same thing, at all.” (CK, 14-15. Underline is added.)
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WAICHE> T E @25 bR VIRIL b . 2 2 IR S ORE O£ 11X
\WiE 3 TH S Delaney 13, &5 5 b ik G 2 5] 2 2 L 72 A (every men) ®
“unending cruelty (CK, 16) D72 42 T b~ —F & T OREIZHUKAYIZ
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“Fifteen from Company K"
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“one of the most beautiful prose achievements I have read for a long time—
genuinely great, not a single segment weakening!” (TWWM, 40) & &t & 25 &
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“This is pretty God-damned amusing for you, isn't it?” I said. She
didn' t answer me and I commenced laughing and crying and shouting
at her every filthy thing I had ever heard; but she bent over me slowly

and kissed me on the mouth.”

Private William Anderson (3D A OFAMIZE L CUMEEZ iz L EEEHE % &
L Mavs T Bf X372 T % Private Edward Romano 1Z#35 T¥ 1) A b DL % H,
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LOTIE RV Z NI B v~ —FI%ERKD— N Tdh % Michael Routh A%
~—F OREEIC I LT 5 “grimly ironic, yet deeply compassionate
perspective on life"* 12 L4 b D TH %, D Sergeant Carroll Hart DFE 21
W& b, LTITH D Sergeant |2, F D272 Private Citron (3o B
BRAW o TRD &) LEREZNIT TN D,
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“Don’ t blame yourself that way, sergeant,” he said, “anybody would

have thought he was going to throw a grenade.” (“FCK", 213)

COEFRIEEHTOME A 72— O N FE LR ) D I1& #5128 Tk
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T b, LRSS A1} 72 Private John Citron @ A7 v F121E, 85 THE Y 5
TOHNLFMERC ZOFHEFBECZADZE 2B T0 2 L0838 T
BRI ELEV) I [EZ K LAIABELTIZ70—XT vy 7ENTWVE
EBRBIEHIZDO—FTIES LRI L L9 RBHIZEME L 72 Sergeant Marvin
Mooney DFTENE, 42 ez o TV Do KERD 7ZHILD B A 7 JLI26t LTk,
“T straightened out his head with my foot and I pounded his face with the butt
of my rifle until it was like jelly. After that I opened my canteen and poured all
the water I had on the ground, ..” (“FCK", 211) & W\ ) R DLW FTH %2 5 2
o [ LTEEFFSINAITAHTHL 2D LN BV ZZI[ARIE LT
BRI R\,
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Sergeant Arthur Crenshaw 1%, 82, HiIC 12 5 & H 3 D44 D\ 72 Hl v
DHEE T HTEOREROALTIHMEI N BEREINTAZ LML, LD D
A A FNEN L] & L Tk - 72 Sergeant Crenshaw (283 % & @ T, Arthur
Crenshaw ® b D TIX RV HHED 72O DK VE R Arthur 12RO F08
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That night as I lay awake and wondered how I could raise the money,

I thought of Mr. Hawley's [President of the First National Bank and
Trust Company] speech in which he had declared that the town owed
me a debt of gratitude for the things I had done which it could never

hope to repay. So the next morning I called on him at his bank and told
him of my plans and asked him to lend me the money. He was very
courteous and pleasant about it, but if you think he lent me the five

hundred dollars you are as big a fool as I was.(“FCK", 206)
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“T am planting in these fine young men such hatred of war that when
the proper time comes they will stand up and tell the truth without fear
or shame.” (“FCK", 209)

L2 LERE L THEOMBICSINL THEE > T & #H 72 Bt "anxious to
protect their country from the horrors I had described” (209) & J& LU, % ®HT 2
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“Nine Prisoners”
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DMK E Lk e B I Z L7z DelaneyDENHE - 72 L 5 12 HFEW, B
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DVERLIED LWERBH 2 MR D . ThHhoTzo 2 ZICHrN TS 9%
DI D IR PL O E O E L v ) “raw’” T dirty” & fir 4 & FEAT L 720
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prisoners together!” (“NP", 329) O S WAYII/RI @Y ISk ot L TIE
LATE 2 LU AL LTI EAEDLRIT L LT 20— TIAMIE LT
BERCHEZET RE e LTEESRIIPUONIEANE L EWIH ELELDE
BATHEELRE ] IEONLZVI L UTIHio TW A #2726, mtid kit
7Z21E v L — )LD T “under the circumstances there was no other way out”
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I wanted him to be Kkilled instantly. He bent double, clutched his belly with
his hands, and said, “Oh!l..Oh!".. Then he raised his hands in the air, and
I saw that most of his fingers were shot away and were dripping blood
like water running out of a leaky faucet. “Ohl..Oh!” he kept saying in an
amazed voice.. "Oh! Oh! Oh!” Then he turned around three times and fell
on his back, his head lower than his feet, blood flowing from his belly,
insistently, like a tide, across his mud-caked tunic; staining his throat and
his face. Twice more he jerked his hands upward and twice he made that
soft, shocked sound. Then his hands and his eyelids quit twitching...
(“NP", 330)

CDEI BT a v IR RIS —T ORI ENTZDO 0T E Y ZITIKRD
LI IZBRT 5,

It may all seem comparatively tame to the modern reader, but it should
be borne in mind that at the time March was writing it was not permissible
to portray man's bestiality to man in the sort of language and narrative

that demonstrates unequivocally the full degradation of war.(TWWM, 35-36)
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< —F OESIE L “too unhealthy and decadent” (TWWM, 34) & Hifiit: 2> 5
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[I]f people were made to understand the senseless horror of war, and

could be shown the brutal and stupid facts, they would refuse to Kkill each
other. (“FCK", 209. Underline is added.)
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If there were a war impending, my conscience and my special knowledge
would impel me to do what I could to prevent it. (TWWM, 54)
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Y. “the idea of gas attacks” % “the brutality of liquid fire” 7 &'\ BARAGIZ [ #HAL
TELRBTHENERM LI L o TEND P RBANDO N E 2L EREA
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Prisoners” D% DFE ) FTad 5 Private James Wade 13F1x Company KD 'S5
\2EY53 S Delaney & Al— AW Tdh 5.3 b B HHH TDelaney MmO EFH % “a
record of every company in every army & iR-X7zX 912, EDAMIZH Y
BHLDL LT BN PNTODEDTIRZ D,

BALTHF 2D W TRD & ) 12T 2,

“T wish there were some way to take these stories and pin them to a huge

wheel, each story hung on a different peg until the circle was completed.
Then I would like to spin the wheel, faster and faster, until thethings of
which I have written took life and were recreated, and became part of
the wheel, flowing toward each other, and into each other; blurring, and
then blending together into a composite whole, an unending circle of pain...

That would be a picture of war.(CK, 14. Underline is added.)

[ | &3 BARD 7 B R HIs T ORE SN2 ER L0 TiE 2 T Lo,
ZORKETHLD L) ZETH D LNTIER OWFRIE— DT A A EHY
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AT EHIC LT CITAZRVREIR T L e IEe s TE v
BAECTHE DI, Z LT, Tn a year's time you could never guess the things that
had taken place there.” & \» 9 FEIMEAERNIE % 5 2 WG & EWFII R

W ZRRT 20 TIE % B LA EEN MM RMELE LRz L) &7
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To me it has always seemed that God is so sickened with men and the
things they do to each other that he covers the places where they have
been as quickly as possible. (“NP”, 333)
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ZOEEEEZIBEST L ENRFETH L L) T ETIERVD,

CCWRHFLMROBREDOD D) 2 EHETIITV SNV IEIZTIH
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My story, ‘Nine Prisoners,” is, so far as I am aware, strictly fiction. I had
hoped to make the men and their reactions universal in their implications,
beyond military boundary lines...(TWWM, 54. Underline is added.)
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1 Company K (CK ), pl3.

2 Roy S. Simmondsid Delaney % ~ —F ® “alter ego” T 5 & 7 L T 5, (“An Unending
Circle of Pain; William March's Company K,” p37)

3 FOMEREICE TN TR VEIROIEA, 100 5L L0 EEEE HIEL T b,

4 Mo ZOBMIE New York Times®Book Review!lZ BV CHiIIZIE S NI S LT 5,
“Realizing the limitations of a single eye and a single mind in the confrontation of an event as
vast as the war, [March] has drawn up Company K, 113 officers and men, to each has given,
round-robin fashion, a bit of a vast unwritten novel... that lies behind ‘Company K .” (Going,
p434)

5 ~—FOFEY) OB IZ A EOMHIEDH > 72 b o 42 a valid and potent literary
technique” (TWWM, 68) & L TZIF AN SN T W5 k04 E T % Harrison Smith b
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7  “Fifteen from Company K" (“FCK"), from The Best Short Stories of 1931, p202.

8 Michael Routh, p106.
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